Introductions

The purpose of introductions are two fold: to introduce the listener to your topic and to grab the listener’s attention.  There are a variety of ways to do these two things.  
A good introductory paragraph contains three elements:

1. An attention getter

2. A transition sentence or two

3. Thesis 

Anecdote – A short, humorous story that has really occurred to the speaker.


One day I was grading papers, and it suddenly dawned on me how odd things had become in the world today.  One student had written that her uncle had died from a “comma.”  Another student wrote that she had always wanted to learn to play “the voila.”  After much consideration, I finally realized my students were plagued with the debilitating disease commonly found in American teens:  poor understanding of spelling and usage.

Personal Story -  A story that isn’t necessarily humorous but that has occurred to the speaker or to someone the speaker knows.


I was only about nineteen years old when I first encountered the realities of drinking and driving.  I was a clerk in the x-ray department of the hospital when we had been notified that a motor vehicle accident had occurred and that we would be treating the family involved in the accident.  As it turned out, the family was moving from one state to another and were only passing through Nevada.  The father and the mother were each driving separate vehicles when a drunk driver hit the car carrying the father and two of the children.  To this day, I still get goosebumps when I think of the woman’s screams after she was told her husband and two children were dead.  This unfortunate tragedy clearly illustrates the need for Americans to take every precaution necessary to keep drunk drivers off our roads.

Martha Holmes thought nothing of the headache at first.  She decided it was the result of not enough sleep and too much stress.  The pain, however, did not cease even after a week.  Finally, her health teacher persuaded her to see her doctor who discovered she suffered from migraines, a frequently misunderstood illness.  Martha soon discovered her ”triggers” and was able to avoid frequent migraines.  Like most migraine sufferers, Martha lived with these headaches for much longer than necessary.  Recent medical advances in the treatment of and understanding of migraines have assuaged the suffering of many migraine victims.
Hypothetical Situation – A story that could happen, but hasn’t necessarily happened.  The writer must make it clear to the audience that the situation is hypothetical.


Imagine:  It’s one in the morning, and your phone rings.  Immediately, you fear something has happened to someone you love.  Why else would your phone be ringing at this hour?  When you answer the phone, you can tell by the sound of your mother’s voice that your fears are being realized.  She tells you there has been an accident.  She tells you he’s dead.  This may seem far off, but the scenario is an unfortunate reality for many families.  Why?  Because, despite the attention drinking and driving has received by schools and the press, Americans still drink and drive.

Fact/Statistic – A fact that has been researched and that illustrates the importance of the topic at hand or that shocks the listener.  The fact must be true.


A December 1999 issue of USA Today states that the average life expectancy for a black male in the United States is about 67 years of age.  They continue to state 

the average life expectancy rate for black males in other countries: Gambia - 37 years, Sierra Leone - 34 years, Niger - 39 years, and Ethiopia - 40 years.   If this is true, then why does the media seem to portray a scenario that life in the United States is dangerous and frightening when the average black male in the US lives almost twice as long as the black male living in Sierra Leone?  Clearly, the media misleads Americans into believing that life is full of dangers because they choose to only present the frightening and disturbing side of life.


Every year more than 17,000 people are killed in alcohol-related car accidents on American roads, and drunk driving accidents result in the majority of car accident deaths.  In fact, 41 percent of all motor vehicle accident deaths involve alcohol, and alcohol plays a role in about 7 percent of all traffic accidents (“Drunk Driving” n.p.).  Clearly, drunk driving accidents are making the roads of the United States unsafe, which is why everyone, teenagers particularly, should have a designated driver when enjoying a night out on the town.

Joke – Something humorous that relates to the topic.  All jokes used must be appropriate for the audience and the topic.  This will not be appropriate for your five paragraph essays, as your five-paragraph essays must be on a topic of serious nature.


Recently I researched the benefits of studying economics, and I discovered the top five reasons why students should learn about economics.  Reason number five:  Economists can supply it on demand.  Reason number four:  You can talk about money without every having to make any.  Number three:  When you are in the unemployment line, hey, at least you will know why you are there. Number two:  Although ethics teaches that virtue is its own reward, in economics we get taught that reward is its own virtue.  And the top reason why we should all study economics:  You get to say "trickle down" with a straight face.

The Opposite Opinion -  The opposing viewpoint is explained.  A sentence of transition is needed to move from the opposing viewpoint to the thesis.


Many Americans believe that owning guns should be prohibited.  They believe that guns kill too many innocent lives and that these lives would be saved if only gun ownership were further limited or prohibited altogether.  These people, however, are missing an important point about the nature of man killing another man:  that guns are only a tool, not the item solely responsible.  Man alone is responsible for murder;  guns in and of themselves are actually quite innocent.  This is why the federal government should pass a law ensuring that all Americans maintain the right to own guns. 

Randolfe Wicker wants to be cloned.  He claims that being cloned will allow him the opportunity to “thumb [his] nose at Mr. Death” (qtd. in Bjerklie and Dorfman 49).  Wicker is not alone in his desire to be cloned, and scientists are continuing cloning on mammals.  Many wish for what they believe to be a chance at immortality.  But the questions surface:  Is cloning safe?  And is it moral?  It is evident that, in fact, scientists should not continue research in the field of cloning, as it is not only unsafe, but immoral.
Explanation of a term – Define a term that is relevant to your topic.  This should be a term that is rather complex, and your definition should be properly cited and quoted.


Depression is defined as a “real medical illness” (National Mental Health Associatio 45) that affects a person’s entire life, including relationships, physical health and employment.  It is a mental illness that manifests itself in many ways: mood, physical symptoms and lifestyle choices.  In short, it is a serious illness that can result in death if not properly diagnosed and treated (National Institute of Mental Health n.p.).  More common than many believe, depression is a debilitating illness that requires treatment.

A Question – Start with a thought-provoking question.  (Note:  Do not start with Did you know that . . . ?)  


Why would a high school student choose to destroy his life and ruin any relationship he has with his family?  Why would he choose to fail his classes and get kicked off the football team?  Most wouldn’t, right?  But what some teenagers do decided to do is drugs, and drugs often lead to ruined lives and relationships.  For these reasons, it is important that teenagers make the decision to not start doing drugs.

Analogy – This is when the author compares two seemingly unlike items, like comparing to current economic crises to a roller coaster ride.  Be sure to connect the analogy to your topic.


A snake hides in the knee-high grass waiting for some unsuspecting child to come upon it.  It is dangerous.  It is present.  It is unseen.  Any homeowner would take care of a snake in the backyard if the homeowner had children to protect.  What if the homeowner wanted to remove this snake, but laws protected the snake?  Would it not seem wrong that a homeowner could not protect his children?  Then why do the FBI, CIA and the Office of Homeland Security not more aggressively find and imprison terrorists?  Because they are too limited by federal privacy laws, which is why these organizations should be given more freedom to seek out and capture potential terrorists.

Quotation – Quote something eloquent or funny that someone has said about an issue related to your topic.  Your quote must relate to the topic directly and must be cited.

"We do not know where this journey will end, yet we know this: Human beings are headed into the cosmos,” said President George W. Bush in a January 14, 2004 press conference about NASA’s recent explorations of Mars (qtd. in NASA n.p.)  Although many debate the efficacy of space exploration, President Bush is correct:  we are “headed into the cosmos.”  Because space exploration is inevitable, funding for NASA’s programs should be increased to assure U.S. dominance in exploration.
Now take your topic and create two introductions using two of the above listed techniques.

