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	Author
	Title
	Description
	Notes

	Samplings of American Literature

	Agee, James
	A Death in the Family


	Story of loss and heartbreak felt when a young father dies. 


	

	Anaya, Rudolpho
	Bless Me Ultima
	Anya espresses his Mexican-American heritage by combining traditional folklore, Spanish storytelling and ancient Mexican mythology.  This novel, for which Anaya won a literary award for the best in Chicano novels, concerns a young boy growing up in New Mexico in the late 1940’s.


	

	Baldwin, James
	Go Tell It On the Mountain
	Semi-autobiographical novel about a 14-year-old black youth's religious conversion. 


	

	Bellamy, Edward
	Looking Backward: 2000-1887 


	Written in 1887 about a young man who travels in time to a utopian year 2000, where economic security and a healthy moral environment have reduced crime. 


	

	Bellow, Saul
	Seize the Day
	A son grapples with his love and hate for an unworthy father. 


	

	Bradbury, Ray
	Fahrenheit 451
	Reading is a crime, and firemen burn books in this futuristic society. 


	

	Buck, Pearl
	The Good Earth
	Nobel-prize winner Buck’s novel focuses upon the rise of Wang Lung, a Chinese peasant, from poverty to the life of a Rick landowner.  O-lan, his patient wife, aids his success.


	

	Burns, Olive Ann
	Cold Sassy Tree
	Set in a turn-of-the-century Georgia town, Cold Sassy Tree details the coming of age of Will Tweedy as he adjusts to his grandfather’s hasty marriage to a much younger woman.
	

	Cather, Willa
	My Antonia
	Cather’s novel portrays the life of Bohemian immigrant and American setters in the Nebraska frontier.  Antonia must work as a servant on neighboring farms after her father commits suicide.
	

	
	O Pioneers!
	Set in Nebraska farm country, the novel tells the story of Alexandra Bergson, who, upon the death of her father, takes over the family farm.
	

	Chopin, Kate
	The Awakening
	Written in 1899, Chopin’s novel openly treats the plight of Edna Pontellier, a young woman in search of self-understanding.
	

	Clark, Walter Van Tilburg
	The City of Trembling Leaves
	Set in Reno, Clark’s novel portrays a sensitive adolescent boy’s coming of age.  It was published in 1945.


	

	
	The Ox-Bow Incident
	When a group of citizens discovers one of their members has been murdered by cattle rustlers, they form an illegal posse, pursue the murderers, and lynch them. 


	

	Cormier, Robert
	The Chocolate War
	Jerry Renault challenges the power structure of his school when he refuses to sell chocolates for the annual fundraiser. 


	

	Dorris, Michael
	A Yellow Raft in Blue Water
	A saga of 3 generations of Native American women beset by hardship and torn by angry secrets, yet bound together by kinship and tradition.

	

	Dreiser, Theodore
	An American Tragedy
	Based upon an actual murder, Dreiser’s novel follow the plight of fictional Clyde Griffiths, who is charged in the death of pregnant girlfriend Roberta Alden, a girl from whom he had hoped to disentangle himself.

	

	
	Sister Carrie
	Dreiser’s first novel, Sister Carrie is the story of Carrie Meeber, who leaves an innocent country life only to be exposed to the cruel and impersonal world of Chicago in the 1890’s.

	

	Ellison, Ralph
	The Invisible Man
	A black man's search for himself as an individual and as a member of his race and his society. 


	+

	Faulkner, William
	As I Lay Dying
	The Bundren family takes the ripening corpse of Addie, wife and mother, on a gruesomely comic journey.


	

	Fitzgerald, F. Scott
	This Side of Paradise
	The novel that established Fitzgerald’s reputation, it focuses upon protagonist Amory Blaine’s years at Princeton, his participation in the Great War, and his eventual career in advertising.

	

	Gaines, Ernest
	A Lesson Before Dying
	In the South of the 1950’s, a young black man falsely accused of taking part in a murder, stands trial, and faces execution.  He is found guilty.  This novel tells of his community’s attempt to help him (and themselves) understand and face the consequences.

	

	
	The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman 


	In her 100 years, Miss Jane Pittman experiences it all, from slavery to the civil rights movement. 
	

	Heller, Joseph
	Catch 22
	A broad comedy about a WWII bombardier based in Italy and his efforts to avoid bombing missions. 


	

	Hemingway, Ernest
	Farewell to Arms 
For Whom the Bell Tolls

The Sun Also Rises
	Set during World War I (The Great War), the novel deals with the romance of Frederic Henry, an American in the Italian ambulance service, and Catherine Barkley, an English nurse.

Set during the Spanish Civil War (1963 – 1939), the novel tells the story of idealistic American college professor Robert Jordan, who has come to Spain from the United States to fight with the Republic army.

Published in 1926, this Hemingway novel deals with the “Lost Generation” of Americans who fought in France during World War I and then chose to live in Europe during the 1920’s rather than return to the American of President Calvin Coolidge.  


	

	Hersey, John
	A Bell for Adano
The Wall

	A Pulitzer-Prize winner (1944), the novel is about the early days of Allied rule in a Sicilian village.
Hersey’s most ambitious novel, it tells the story of the ill-fated upspring in the Warsaw Ghetto against the Nazis during World War II. 
	

	James, Henry
	The Europeans
The Turn of the Screw
	Published in 1878, the novel centers upon the visit of Felix Young, an artist, and his sister, the Baroness Munster, to their New England relatives, the Wentworths.
James’s novel tells the story of a governess in love with her employer. She discovers that her wards are under the civil influence of ghosts.

	

	Kantor, MacKinlay
	Andersonville
	The novel offers a vivid portrayal of life in the shocking Andersonville POW camp during the Civil War.

	

	Kesey, Ken
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest


	A novel about a power struggle between the head nurse and one of the male patients in a mental institution. 
	

	Kingsolver, Barbara
	Animal dreams
The Bean Trees
	In Kingsolver’s second novel, a disconnected woman finds purpose and moral challenges when she returns to live in her small Arizona hometown. 
Kingsolver’s first novel concerns a woman who makes a meaningful life for herself and a young Cherokee girl she “finds” as she moves from rural Kentucky to the Southwest.


	

	LaFarge, Oliver
	Laughing Boy
	An innocent young Navajo man, Laughing Boy, meets Slim Girl, a wily, beautiful, and rich younger woman whose Indian ways have been bred out of her by education and corruption in the white world.

	

	Lewis, Sinclair
	Arrowsmith

	Lewis’s novel follows the career of Dr. Martin Arrowsmith from his training through his varied practice.

	

	
	Main Street
	A young doctor's wife tries to change the ugliness, dullness and ignorance which prevail in Gopher Prairie, Minn. 


	

	London, Jack
	Martin Eden
The Sea Wolf
	Partly autobiographical, Martin Eden, which is set in San Francisco, is the story of an impoverished seaman who pursues dreams of education and literary fame.

In this London novel, Humphrey Van Weyden, a wealthy literacy critic, is shipwrecked while crossing the San Francisco Bay. He is rescued by ruthless Wolf Larson, captain of the Ghost, an outward-bound sealing schooner, and is forced to work as a cabin boy.

	

	
	Call of the Wild
	Buck is a loyal pet dog until cruel men make him a pawn in their search for Klondike gold. 


	

	Marshall, Catherine
	Christy
	Beginning her teaching career in a backwoods area, a young woman keeps her faith despite trials, and evils.

	

	McCullers, Carson
	The Heart is a Lonely Hunter
	The novel is the story of five misfits and outcasts of a Southern town who have one thing in common- an aching loneliness and the need to communicate with other human beings. All seek understanding from a decaf mute.

	

	
	The Member of the Wedding
	A young southern girl is determined to be the third party on a honeymoon, despite all the advice against it from friends and family. 


	

	Michener, James A.
	The Fires of Spring
	Unlike his many epic novels, this early work focuses upon the bitter sweet drama of an orphan’s perilous journey into manhood.  Even his experience as an adolescent con man and petty thief at a carnival do not destroy his dreams.

	

	Morrison, Toni
	Sula 
	A young southern girl is determined to be the third party on a honeymoon, despite all the advice against it from friends and family. 


	

	Nathan, Robert
	
	
	

	Parks, Gordon
	The Learning Tree
	A fictional study of a black family in a small Kansas town in the 1920s. 


	

	Plath, Sylvia
	The Bell Jar
	The story of a gifted young woman’s mental breakdown beginning during a summer internship as a junior editor at a magazine in New York City in the early 1950’s. The novel is thought to be largely autobiographical.

	

	Potok, Chaim
	The Chosen
	Friendship between two Jewish boys, one Hasidic and the other Orthodox, begins at a baseball game and flourishes despite their different backgrounds and beliefs. 

	

	Richter, Conrad
	The Light in the Forest
	Published in 1953, Richter’s novel tells the story of a Pennsylvania boy brought up by Indians.

	

	Rolvaag, O.E.
	Giants in the Earth
	Per Hansa finds his life’s challenge in the North Dakota Territory. His wife, Beret, overcome by loneliness and fear, yields to the dark spirits of the prairie and withdraws from life. 

	

	Rosten, Leo
	The Education of Hyman Kaplan
	A teacher at the American night Preparatory School for Adults tries valiantly to teach English and American history to immigrants studying to be a citizen in the early part of this century. His student Hyman Kaplan is among the preeminent creations of comic literature.

	

	Salinger, J.D.
	The Catcher in the Rye
	A story of the teenage experience of alienation, the novel covers a couple of days in Holden Caulfield’s sixteen year old life after he is expelled from prep school. Strong language which keeps the novel on the banned book list.

	

	Saroyan, William
	Ceremony
	The first novel by a Native American woman to be published, it follows half-laguna, half-white protagonist Tayo home to his reservation after his service in World War II; his future appears bleak.

	

	Sinclair, Upton
	The Jungle
	In this story of the barbarous working conditions in the slaughterhouses of Chicago in 1900, Sinclair reveals the poverty, disease, and despair from which his characters must suffer.

	

	Steinbeck, John
	East of Eden
	Based on the biblical story of Cain and Abel, the novel centers upon the lives of Adam Trask an d his sons, Cal and Aron. The novel is set predominantly in the Salinas Valley of California.

	

	
	The Grapes Of Wrath
	Victims of the Dust Bowl of the 1930’s, the Joad family joins thousands of farmers in the great migration to California, the promised land, where they hope to find a new life.

	

	Stowe, Harriet Beecher
	Uncle Tom’s Cabin
	Stowe’s novel, published in 1852, relates the trials, suffering, and human dignity of Uncle Tom, an old black slave. The book was a contribution to the abolitionist movement.

	

	Trumbo, Dalton
	Johnny Got His Gun
	Published before World War II but not gaining recognition until the 1960’s, this unflinching antiwar novel is about Johnny’s entrance into the Great War and his resulting life-in-death as a hopeless vegetable in a veteran’s hospital.

	

	Uris, Leon
	Exodus
	This story of the founding of Israel chronicles the human struggle for freedom. Along with its accounts of war and suffering, it includes the love story of a Jewish leader and an American nurse.

	

	
	OB VII
	Abraham Cady, believing that Sir Adam Kelno was a sadistic doctor working with Nazis in a concentration camp, writes a book accusing Kelno; Kelno sues Cady for libel. A legal battle ensues in the Queen’s Bench Courtroom Number 7.

	

	Vonnegut, Kurt
	Cat’s Cradle
	The first book to bring Vonnegut to the attention of the general public focuses on the madness of modern man. A product called Ice Nine plays a significant part.

	

	
	Slaughterhouse Five
	Billy Pilgrim, an optometrist from Ilium, New York, shuttles between World War II Dresden and a luxurious zoo on the planet Tralfamadore. 


	

	Wharton, Edith
	Ethan Frome
	New England farmer Ethan Frome marries an older woman out of loneliness. Their lives are complicated when her young female cousin comes to live with them.

	

	
	The House of Mirth
	In this Wharton novel, Lily Bart, an orphan, tries to secure a wealthy husband, rejecting Lawrence Seldon, Whom she loves but who lacks a fortune. The intention of the novel was to reveal the weaknesses of New York society.

	

	Wolfe, Thomas
	Look Homeward, Angel
	Wolfe’s novel describes the childhood and youth of Eugene Gant in the town of Altamont, state of Catawba (said to be Asheville, North Carolina). The author bases much of the plot upon his own youthful experiences.

	

	Wright, Richard
	Native Son
	Based partly on Wright’s won experiences and partly on the case of Robert Nixon, A Chicago black who was electrocuted in 1938 for murder, Native Son is the story of a black your, Bigger Thomas, whom society victimizes because of his race.

	


World Literature

	Achebe, Chinua (Nigeria)
	Arrow of God
	Written in 1964, this Nigerian novel examines the conflict between old and new in its most poignant aspect; the personal struggle between father and son.

	

	
	Things Fall Apart
	Publishes in 1958, Achebe’s first novel focuses upon traditional native Ibo life as it clashes with the colonial power in the form of missionaries and colonial government in Nigeria.

	

	Allende, Isabel (Chile)
	House of Spirits
	The story of the Trueba family in Chile, from the turn of the century to the violent days of the overthrow of the Salvador Allende government in 1973. 


	

	Austen, Jane
	Pride and Prejudice
	Love and marriage among the English country gentry of Austen's day. 


	

	Bronte, Charlotte (England)
	Jane Eyre
	An intelligent and passionate governess falls in love with a strange, moody man tormented by dark secrets. 


	

	Bronte, Emily (England)
	Wuthering Heights
	This novel concerns the impact of an orphan, Heathcliff, upon tow Yorkshire families at the end of the 18th century. Embittered by this abuse resulting from the English class system and by his failure to secure Cathy’s love in spite of their passionate relationship, Heathcliff sets out on a tragically damaging course of revenge.

	

	Camus, Albert (France)
	The Fall
	This strange, haunting novel tells the tale of a mysterious character who sits in an Amsterdam bar recalling the events of his past. It is made up of a one-sided conversation over the course of several days between this unidentified stranger and Jean-Baptiste Clament, a former Parisian lawyer.

	

	
	The Plague
	Camus’ novel addresses the ussur of human dignity and camaraderie in the face of an epidemic in the town of Oran, Algeria.

	

	Carroll, Lewis (England)
	Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland


	A fantasy in which Alice follows the White Rabbit to a dream world. 


	

	Cervantes, Miguel de (Spain)


	Don Quixote
	An eccentric old gentleman sets out as a knight "tilting at windmills" to right the wrongs of the world. 
	

	Conrad, Joseph (England)

	The Secret Sharer
	A young captain takes on board a murderer who is physically and psychologically his “double.”
	

	Defoe, Daniel (England)
	Moll Flanders
	One of the earliest social novels in English, Defoe’s work acts as an autobiographical novel tracing Moll’s changes from a woman of wickedness to one of decency.

	

	
	Robinson Crusoe
	Defoe’s title character runs away to sea, is shipwrecked, and leads a solitary existence on an uninhabited island near the Orinoco River. He faces the difficulties of primitive life with ingenuity and eventually meets a young native whom he calls “My Man Friday.”

	

	Dickens, Charles (England)
	Little Dorrit
	This novel is Dickens’ strongest attack on the practice of imprisonment for debt. Born in a prison, Little Dorrit spends much of her life there.

	

	
	Oliver Twist
	Published serially between 1837 and 1839, the novel realistically depicts the impoverished London underworld and illustrates Dickens’ belief that poverty leads to crime. In this case, a friendless child, Oliver, is forced into committing crimes.

	

	Dostoyevsky, Fyodor (Russia)
	Crime and Punishment
	Dostoyevsky’s novel is a psychological analysis of the poor student Raskolnikov whose theory that humanitarian ends justify evil means leads him to murder and confront his resulting nightmarish guilt.
	

	Dumas fils, Alexander (France)
	Camille
	Nicknamed Camille, courtesan Marguerite Gautier leads a shameful but elegant life until she falls in love with a young man from the country. She suffers in making the choice either to return to her old way of life in order to appease the young man’s disapproving family or to find happiness in her present life.

	

	Du Maurier, Daphne (England)
	Rebecca
	This Gothic suspense novel published in 1938 focuses upon the experiences of the second Mrs. De Winter, particularly her obsession with the dead first wife, Rebecca. Rebecca’s insidious influence seems to extend beyond the grave.

	

	Eliot, George (England)
	Moll Flanders
	Maggie is miserable because her brother disapproves of her choices of romances. 


	

	Esquivel, Laura (Mexico)

	Like Water for Chocolate
	As the youngest of three daughters in a turn-of-the-century Mexican family, Tita may not marry but must remain at home to care for her mother. 


	

	Flaubert, Gustave (France)
	Madame Bovary
	Emma Bovery finds marriage to a dull but faithful husband in a provincial French town unbearable and seeks a great romantic love. The novel took the world by storm when it was publishes in 1857.

	

	Forester, C.S (England)
	Lieutenant Hornblower
	 This Forester novel is one of the twelve which chronicle the career of British navel officer Hora Homeblowers from midshipman to admiral and peer during the Napoleonic wars.

	

	Forester, E.M. (England)
	Passage to India
	In this ironic yet compassionate novel about the difficulties of friendship between races in British-ruled India, tensions arise when a visiting English women accuses a well respected Indian doctor of attacking her. The novel details the repercussions that follow the misunderstanding.

	

	Fuentes, Carlos (Mexico)
	The Death of Artemio Cruz 


	A powerful Mexican newspaper publisher recalls his life as he lies dying at age 71. 


	

	Garcia Marquez, Gabriel (Colombia)

	Hundred Years of Solitude
	A technique called magical realism is used in this portrait of seven generations in the lives of the Buendia family. 


	

	Gogol, Nikolai 
	The Overcoat
	Russian tales of good and evil. 


	

	Grass, Gunter (Germany)
	The Tin Drum
	Oskar describes the amoral conditions through which he has lived in Germany, both during and after the Hitler regime. 


	

	Greene, Graham 
	The Power and the Glory
	A Mexican catholic priest living in a society that has virtually outlawed religion tries to find out what he can do for his people.

	

	Hardy, Thomas
	Far from the Madding Crowd
	The novel centers upon Bathsheba everdene, a owner and her three suitors. These relationships provide a study of the many faces of love.

	

	 Hardy, Thomas
	Tess of the D’Urbervilles
	Often considered Hardy’s most memorable heroin, Tess experiences a harrowing life of seduction and abandonment. 

	

	Hesse, Herman
	Siddhartha 
	Encouraged by the Buddha to find ultimate good on his own, Siddhartha abandons his friends, rejects the teachings of his elders, and sets out.

	

	Hudson, W.A.
	Green Mansions
	Living in the South American jungle, the protagonist Abel finds that what the Indians perceive as a ghost turns out to be a mysterious girl with whom he falls in love.  

	

	Huxley, Aldous (England and the U.S.)


	Brave New World
	A bitter satire of the future, in which the world is controlled by advances in science and social changes. 


	

	Joyce, James (Ireland)
	A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
	Written in stream–of-consciousness prose, the novel portrays the early years of Sephan Dedalus, who later appears as a main character in Ulysses.  

	

	Kafka, Franz (Czech Republic)
	The Castle
	The novel tells the story of a man against bureaucracy.  The hero, known as K., is constantly frustrated in his efforts to gain entrance into a mysterious castle to which he believes he has been summoned to work as a surveyor.

	

	
	The Metamorphosis
	This novel begins as its hero, Gregor Samsa, awakens one morning to hind himself changed into a huge insects; the story proceeds to develop the effects of this change upon Samsa’s business and family life.

	

	Lawrence, D.H. (England)
	Sons and Lovers
	An autobiographical novel about a youth torn between a dominant working-class father and a possessive genteel mother. 


	

	Llewellyn, Richard (Wales)
	How Green Was My Valley
	Published in 1939, Llewellyn’s novel tells of the plight of a Welsh mining family.

	

	Mahfouz, Naguib (Egypt)
	The Beginning and the End
	Mahfouz, who won the Nobel Prize in 1988, tells the story of four young people in a lower middele-class Egyptian family in 1930’s Cairo.  Each struggles to find his/her own identity.

	

	
	Palace Walk
	The first novel in The Cairo Trilogy, it depicts the lives of several generations of a middle-class Cairo family, beginning during World War I.  In the trilogy, Mahfouz presents an overview of 20th century Egyptian thought, attitudes, and social change.

	

	
	The Thief and the Dogs 
	In this psychological novel, Mahfouz focuses upon a central character consumed by bitterness and a desire for revenge against the individuals and the society who have corrupted and betrayed him.

	

	Mann, Thomas (Germany)
	Death in Venice
	In this novella, an author becomes aware of a darker side of himself when he visits Venice. 


	

	Maugham, Somerset (England)
	The Moon and the Sixpence
	Based closely on the life of painter Paul Gauguin, the novel centers upon Charles Strickland, a conventional London stockbroker who gives up his world to paint in Tahiti.

	

	
	Of Human Bondage
	Born with a club foot, Philip Carey is acutely sensitive of his handicap.  He struggles to overcome his resulting emotional isolation, facing hardship in his love affairs as well as his medical career.

	

	O’Brian, Patrick (Ireland)
	Master and Commander
	The first in O’Brian’s series of historical sea-stories set during the Napoleonic wars, this novel introduces Captain Jack Aubrey and establishes his friendship with Stephan Maturin, ship’s surgeon and intelligence agent.

	

	
	The Thirteen Gun Salute
	Again featuring Jack Aubrey and Stephen Maturin, this novel takes them on a diplomatic mission to prevent Bonaparte from blocking English trade by allying himself with the Malay princess.  Adventures abound.

	

	Pasternak, Boris
	Doctor Zhivago 


	An epic novel of Russia before and after the Bolshevik revolution. 


	

	Paton, Alan (Union of South Africa)
	Cry, the Beloved Country
	Published in 1948, the novel relates the story of a black South African, Absalon Kumalo, who has murdered a white man.  Paton examines aspects of guilt, both Kumalo’s personal guilt and the guilt of a society which creates such disparity in living conditions.

	

	Remarque, Erich Mariz (Germany)
	All Quiet on the Western Front
	An idealistic young German enlists in the army during World War I only to find that war reduces men to fighting for mere survival.  Remarque’s novel has become perhaps the best-known and most representative novel dealing with war.

	

	Scott, Sir Walter (Scotland)
	Waverly
	This romantic novel by Scott is placed at the time of the Jacobite rebellion in 1745.  The rebellion tried to establish Bonnie Prince Charlie on the throne of England. 

	

	Shute, Neville (England)
	On the Beach
	Shute tells a chilling story of the last survivors in the world following a nuclear war.

	

	Solzhenitsyn, Alexander (Russia)
	A Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich
	The novel details a single day in the life of an inmate of one of Stalin’s forced labor camps in Siberia.  The narrator’s account of his feelings, thoughts, and conversations is filled with the raw and vulgar language of the peasant.


	

	Stevenson, Robert Louis (Scotland)
	Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde
	Known for its vivid portrayal of the psychopathology of a “split personality,” the novel focuses upon calm, respectable Dr. Jekyl, who develops a potion that will allow him to separate his good and evil aspects for a scientific study. 


	

	Tan, Amy (U.S. and China)
	The Joy Luck Club
	After her mother's death, a young Chinese-American woman learns of her mother's tragic early life in China. 


	

	Thackery, William M. (England)
	Vanity Fair
	A novel of 19th century English society, the novel deals mainly with the interwoven fortunes of tow women, the wellborn, passive Amelia Sedley and the ambitious, essentially amoral Becky Sharp.  Becky is the character around whom all the men play their parts.


	

	Tolstoy, Leo 
	Anna Karenina
	Anna forsakes her husband for the dashing Count Vronsky and brief happiness. 


	

	Turgenev, Ivan (Russia)
	Fathers and Sons
	Turgenev’s novel portrays the conflicts between the older artistocratic generation and the new liberal university youth in Russia during the 1860’s.  


	

	Von Arnim, Elizabeth (Germany)


	The Enchanted April
	Four women find the happiness they crave by renting a villa on the Italian Riviera for a month in April.
	

	Wilde, Oscar (England/Ireland)
	The Portrait of Dorian Gray
	A young man wishes to remain eternally young in order to be admired and to experience all the lusts of the flesh.  A hidden, mysterious painting of him ages instead and reveals what he is really like.
	

	Capote, Truman
	In Cold Blood
	Capote has written a breathtaking accouont of a grotesque series of murders by two men in Kansas.  He calls his work a “non-fiction novel.”


	

	Chandler, Raymond
	The Big Sheep
	Educated in England, American author Chandler chose to write about the seamier side of California life, creating what is known as “hard-boiled” fiction.  This first novel introduces Philip Marlowe, a brash but honorable detective.


	

	Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan
	The Hound of the Baskervilles
	Created by Doyle in 1887, Sherlock Holmes, the protagonist of this novel, is one of the world’s most famous fictional characters-a brilliant but eccentric detective who is supported by Dr. Watson.  In this story, Holmes is confronted with a curse on an ancient house and the terror caused its occupants by a ghostly hound.


	

	Hammett, Dashiell
	The Glass Key
	A Pinkerton detective for eight years, Hammett used his experiences in the writing of fast-paced and sophisticated novels.  Acclaimed by many critics for elevating the detective story to the level of literature, Hammett effectively demonstrated his talents in The Glass Key.


	

	
	The Maltese Falcon
	In this novel.  Hammett first introduced his famous “private eye” Sam Spade.  Spade’s investigation begins when his partner is murdered, and at the same time a beautiful girl asks for help finding her sister.  Is there a connection?

	

	James. P.D.
	The Skull Beneath the Skin
	Detective Cordelia Gray’s second case involves a murder in a castle on a small, isolated island.  Here, as in the earlier Gray novel, James’s strength of characterization and acute sense of atmosphere add to the effectiveness of the plot.


	

	
	An Unsuitable Job for a Woman
	In her first case, Cordelia Gray must overcome her youthful naivete as a detective to solve a heinous crime.  James’s ability to create believable characters strengthens her plot.


	

	Sayers, Dorothy
	Murder Must Advertise
	When advertising man Victor Dean falls down the stairs in the offices of Pym’s Publicity, a respectable advertising agency, the fall appears to be accidental.  However, when Lord Peter Wimsey is called in, he soon discovers there is much more to the incident.  

	

	
	Strong Poison
	Mystery novelist Harriet Vane knew all about poison.  Thus, when her fiancé died in a manner prescribed in one of her books, the jury had a hangman’s noose in mind.  But Lord Peter Wimsey was determined to find her innocent-as determined as he was to make her his wife.


	

	Brown, Dee
	Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee:  An Indian History of the American West

	Brown presents an angry non-fictional account of the settlement for the West as the Indians saw it.
	

	Clark, Walter Van Tilburg
	The Ox-Bow Incident
	Clark, a Nevada writer, writes an intense study of mob justice in the Old West.


	

	Grey, Zane
	The Last of the Plainsmen
	Grey demonstrates the first-rate storytelling ability in this book of the Old West.

	

	Guthrie, A.B.
	The Big Sky
	Guthrie tells the story of Boone Caudill, the prototype of the mountain man who won the west.

	

	Neihardt, John G.
	Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life of a Holy Man of the Ogala Sioux

	Neihardt traces the life of Black Elk from his childhood calling to be a shaman and eventually a leader of his suffering people.
	

	Richter, Conrad
	The Sea of Grass
	Set in New Mexico in the late 19th Century, the novel concerns the violent clashes between the pioneering ranchers, who cattle range freely, and the farmers or “nesters,” who fence off the land.

	

	Schaefer, Jack
	Shane
	Schaefer’s novel is a cowboy classic about a hero, a boy and courage.

	

	Stegner, Wallace
	Angle of Repose
	Set in the American West, the novel tells of a young engineer and his strong but compassionate wife, who marriage is nevertheless not a complete success.

	

	Wister, Owen
	The Virginian
	Wister portrays cowboy life as it was in 1902 in Wyoming. In many ways, the novel is the prototype for the modern Western.  The hero, valorous and honest, faces off with the local bad guy in the first “walkdown” in American literature.

	


 Science Fiction

	Asimov, Isaac
	Foundation
	The Foundation is created by Hari Seldon to protect civilization against the expanding Galactic Empire, which uses psychology and history to control the behavior of the masses.

	

	Bellamy, Edward
	Looking Backward
	Falling asleep in 1887, Julian West wakes up in the year 2000.  He describes a world of peace and plenty, a “perfect society” of equality and of good for all.

	

	Bradbury, Ray
	Dandelion Wine
	A good illustrated example of Bradbury’s highly imaginative writing, it is a warm poetic  novel about a twelve-year old boy’s summer of 1928 in Green Town, Illinois.

	

	
	The Martian Chronicles
	Generally considered a science fiction classic, The Martian Chronicles is concerned with earth colonies on Mars.  It combines horror, satire, and nostalgia.

	

	Bradley, Marion Z.
	The Mists of Avalon
	Bradley tells the Arthurian saga from the viewpoint of the women in the legends.

	

	Carroll, Lewis
	Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland/Through the Looking Glass
	The first novel begins with Alice falling asleep and dreaming of fantastic adventures that take place after she falls down a rabbit hole.  (Both books are often referred to by the first title.)  Some of literature’s most endearing characters – the Cheshire Cat, the Mad Hatter, the Red Queen – are found here.

	

	Clarke, Arthur C.
	Childhood’s End
	Earth is suddenly invaded by starships whose masters never appear on earth but control its inhabitants.  As the years pass, the populace becomes accustomed to the presence of the spaceships; however, one day Karellen, the only overlord to have earthly contact, descends with the ships and disembarks.

	

	Finney, Jack
	Time and Again
	On an assignment from the U. S. government, illustrator Si Morley steps out of his 20th century life and into a New York winter in 1882.  During his stay in the past, he discovers much through contrasting his modern life with that of the end of the century, a world that no longer exists – or does it?

	

	Herbert, Frank
	Dune
	The desert planet Arrakis (Dune) provides the background for the development and ultimate confirmation of a young alien as a religious leader of the planet’s nomadic natives.

	

	Hilton, James
	Lost Horizons
	Hugh Conway, a veteran member of the British diplomatic service, finds inner peace, love and a strong sense of purpose in Shangri-la, a utopian lamasery high in the Himalayas in Tibet.

	

	Huxley, Aldous
	Brave New World
	Huxley Writes a devastating satire of a future society whose members are kept happy wit the drug “soma.”  Individualism is discouraged and babies are mass-produced.  The society is challenged by a young man from the “Savage Reservation.”

	

	James, P. D.
	The Children of Men
	Although usually a mystery writer, James crosses into science fiction with this novel about a futuristic society in which no children are born.

	

	Lewis, C. S.
	The Screwtape Letters
	In defense of Christian values, Lewis depicts an older devil mentoring a younger devil in the ways of enlisting people for the devil’s causes.

	

	Orwell, George
	1984
	Written in 1949, the novel tells the story of a world ruled by a benevolent dictatorship.  “Big Brother,” however, is not to be questioned.  The protagonist, Winston Smith, lives to challenge the system.

	

	
	Animal Farm
	Animals turn the tables on their masters. 


	

	Tolkien, J. R.
	The Fellowship of the Ring
	In the first book of the famous trilogy about Middle Earth, Tolkien continues to write about gnomelike hobbits.  His vivid narration depicts the course of their society’s fate.


	

	Verne, Jules
	From the Earth to the Moon and Around the Moon
	Written in 1865, Verne creates the story of a voyage which today is regarded as a reality.  In many ways, Verne uncannily anticipated today’s space flights.


	

	Wells, H. G.
	The Time Machine
	An incredible time machine allows its inventor to go into the future and visit stages in the eventual deterioration of life.


	

	White, T. H.
	The Once and Future King
	In a retelling of the Arthurian legends, the romance and chivalry of medieval England are transported to the modern world.  King Arthur and Merlin are major characters.
	


History

	Brown, Dee
	Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee
	A narrative of the white man's conquest of the American land as the Indian victims experienced it. 


	

	Bryson, Bill
	A Walk in the Woods
	A funny personal memoir and travel chronicle, the out-of-shape Bryson and his college buddy Katz tackle the 2,100 mile Appalachian Trail.  Tales of their trials are interspersed with a history of the trail.  Some language.


	

	Conway, Jill
	The Road from Coorain
	This beautifully written narrative tells of Conway’s girlhood on an isolated sheep farm in Australia as well as of her efforts to gain an education.  Conway, an ambitious young woman facing a constrained female destiny, eventually becomes president of Smith College


	

	Cook, Alistair
	Alistair Cooke's America 


	A history of the continent, with anecdotes and insight into what makes America work. 


	NF

	Criddle, Jan. D. and Teeda Butt Mam 


	To Destroy You Is No Loss: The Odyssey of a Cambodian Family 


	After the 1975 Communist takeover of Cambodia, Teeda's upper-class life is re-duced to surviving impossible conditions. 


	NF

	Crow Dog, Mary and Richard Erdoes 


	Lakota Woman 


	Mary Crow Dog stands with 2,000 other Native Americans at the site of the Wounded Knee massacre, demonstrating for Native American rights. 


	NF

	Delany, Sara and A. Elizabeth with Amy Hill Hearth 


	Having Our Say: The Delany Sisters' First 100 Years 


	Two daughters of former slaves tell their stories of fighting racial and gender prejudice during the 20th century. 


	NF

	Dillard, Annie
	An American Childhood
	Published in 1987, Dillard’s autobiography chronicles her childhood and adolescence in Pittsburg during the 1950’s and 1960’s.


	NF

	Dinesen, Isak
	Out of Africa
	In lyrical prose, Dinesen gives an autobiographical account of her life from 1914 to 1931 when she managed a coffee plantation in Kenya.  She recounts her profound love for the land, her affection for the fading African culture, and her own personal highs and lows.


	NF

	Doig, Ivan
	This House of Sky
	Doig’s autobiography brings in life his upbringing by his father and maternal grandmother in the sheep country near White Sulpher Springs, Montana.  His life was formed among the sheepherders and characters of small-town saloons and valley ranches as he wandered beside his restless father.


	NF

	Franklin, Benjamin
	The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
	Covering the period of his life up to his prewar stay in London as representative of the Pennsylvania Assembly, it was written at intervals beginning in 1771.  Franklin’s work is considered a classic of the genre.


	NF #

	Frasier, Antonia
	Mary, Queen of Scots
	Frasier has written a detailed, compelling biography of the daughter of James V of Scotland and mother of James I of England and VI of Scotland.  Mary’s life (1542 – 1587) was filled with intrigue and heartbreak.

	NF

	Haley, Alex 


	Roots
	Traces Haley's search for the history of his family, from Africa through the era of slavery to the 20th century. 


	

	Hayden, Tory
	Murphy’s Boy
	Hayden, a special education teacher who writes of her career experiences, recounts the story of a teenage by who has been silent for years.
	NF

	
	One Child
	In this work, special education Hayden shares the story of a silent, abused and abandoned little girl named Sheila.
	NF

	Hersey, John
	Hiroshima
	In an account that is objective rather than sensational, Hersey focuses on six survivors of an atomic blast in Japan 1945, revealing the horrors they witnessed and endured.  Hersey’s work awakened the world to the effects of the atom bomb.
	NF

	Karlsen, Carol 


	The Devil in the Shape of a Woman: Witchcraft in Colonial New England 


	The status of women in colonial society affects the Salem witch accusations. 


	NF

	Kayson, Susanna
	Girl, Interrupted
	Kayson’s account of being institutionalized in a psychiatric hospital encourages readers to question the narrow definitions of  “normal behavior.”


	NF

	Kennedy, John F.
	Profiles in Courage 


	A series of profiles of Americans who took courageous stands in public life. 


	NF

	King, Martin Luther, Jr.
	A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings of Martin Luther King, Jr. 


	King's most important writings are gathered together in one source. 


	NF

	Kingston, Maxine Hong
	The Woman Warrior
	In this book, Kingston recalls her own girlhood, blending fact and fantasy in recreating the history of her female relatives in China.
	NF

	Kovic, Ron
	Born on the Fourth of July 


	Paralyzed in the Vietnam War, 21-year-old Ron Kovic received little support from his country and its government. 


	NF

	Laxalt, Robert
	Sweet Promised Land
	Native-Nevadan Laxalt recounts the story of his father Dominque’s return to his Basque roots in the French Pyrenees.  Dominque, filled with great longing to see his homeland, waited fifty years to return after first coming to the desert West to be a sheepherder.
	

	
	
	
	

	Muir, John
	The Story of My Childhood and Youth
	Muir (1838 - 1914), a Scottish-born American naturalist and writer, migrated with his father to a Wisconsin farm.  His early experiences are chronicled in this autobiography published in 1913.


	NF

	Saint-Exupery, Antoine De 
	Wind, Sand and Stars
	With concise, elegant imagery, Saint-Exupery expresses faith in the potential courage, nobility and love of men, ranging from the tiller of the earth to the explorer of unknown skies.


	

	Salzman, Mark
	Iron and Silk
	Salzman went to China in 1982 to teach English.  There he met a renowned martial arts expert who granted Salzman the rare privilege of being his only kung fu student.  Salzman recounts the close master-student friendship that flowered between them and recalls the swordsmen, peasants, Communist Party bureaucrats, students and calligraphers he met during his stay. 


	

	Sandburg, Carl
	Abraham Lincoln, the Prairie Years
	The first part of Sandburg’s work was published in two volumes in 1926.  For Sandburg, Lincoln was the archetypal figure of American democracy.


	NF

	Steinbeck, John
	Travels with Charley
	Published in 1962, the book is an account of Steinbeck’s trip across the United States in the company of an elderly poodle.


	NF

	Tuchman, Barbara 


	A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous Fourteenth Century 


	Tuchman uses the example of a single feudal lord to trace the history of the 14th century. 


	

	Williams, Juan 


	Eyes on the Prize: America's Civil Rights Years, 1954-65 


	From Brown vs. the Board of Education to the Voting Rights Act, Williams outlines the social and political gains of African-Americans 


	NF

	Wiesel, Elie
	Night
	Awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1986, Wiesel is a Romanian-born American novelist whose works provide sober testament of the destruction of the Jews during World War II.  Night is a semiautobiographical account of a young boy’s reaction to Auschwitz and is one of the most powerful literary expressions of the Holocaust.


	

	Woods, Donald
	Biko
	A white South African newspaper editor strikes up a friendship with Biko, an activist for black rights during the days of apartheid.  Woods risks his life and career to expose the truth about Biko’s death.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Non-Fiction: Biography and Memiors
	Angelou, Maya
	I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings


	An African-American writer traces her coming of age. 


	NF

	Baker, Russell
	Growing Up
	A columnist with a sense of humor takes a gentle look at his childhood in Baltimore during the Depression. 


	NF

	Curie, Eve
	Madame Curie
	In sharing personal papers and her own memories, a daughter pays tribute to her mother, a scientific genius. 


	NF

	Frank, Anne
	The Diary of a Young Girl
	The story of a Jewish family forced by encroaching Nazis to live in hiding. 


	NF

	Franklin, Benjamin
	The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

	Considered one of the most interesting autobiographies in English. 


	NF 
#

	Jordan, Theresa
	Riding the White Horse Home

	A woman’s account of “going home.”
	NF

	Keller, Helen
	The Story of My Life
	The story of Helen Keller, who was both blind and deaf, and her relationship with her devoted teacher Anne Sullivan. 


	NF

	Lauk, Jennifer
	Blackbird:  A Childhood Lost and Found


	A shocking tale of a badly abused child.
	NF

	Malcom X, with Alex Haley 


	The Autobiography of Malcom X 

	Traces the transformation of a controversial Black Muslim figure from street hustler to religious and national leader. 


	NF

	Mathabane, Mark 


	Kaffir Boy: The True Story of a Black Youth's Coming of Age in Apartheid South Africa 


	A tennis player breaks down racial barriers and escape to a better life in America. 


	NF

	McPherson, James 


	Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era 


	From the Mexican War to Appomattox, aspects of the Civil War are examined. 


	NF

	Mills, Kay 


	This Little Light of Mine: The Life of Fannie Lou Hamer 


	Fannie Lou Hamer, a sharecropper's daughter, uses her considerable courage and singing talent to become a leader in the civil rights movement. 


	NF

	Nabakov, Vladamir
	Speak Memory: An Autobiography Revisited


	
	NF

	Stein, Gertrude
	The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas
	Stein tells the story of her lesbian lover.
	NF

	
	
	
	


General Non Fiction

	Chomsky, Noam
	On Nature and Language
	Language acquisition theory.
	NF

	Epstein, Norrie 


	Friendly Shakespeare: A Thoroughly Painless Guide to the Best of the Bard. 


	Gain a perspective on Shakespeare's works through these sidelights, interpretations, anecdotes, and historical insights. 


	NF

	Lamont, Ann
	Bird by Bird
	Lammott’s take on the writing process and on being a writer.
	NF

	Machiavelli, Niccolo 


	The Prince
	A treatise giving the absolute ruler practical advice on ways to maintain a strong central government. 


	NF

	McCourt, Frank
	Teacher Man
	McCourt writes about his experiences as an English teacher in New York.
	NF

	Read, Piers Paul
	Alive
	A true story of a plane crash in the Andes carrying a team of Uruguayan rugby platers
	

	Woolf, Virginia
	A Room of One’s Own
	Argues for women’s independence.
	NF

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Politics and War
	Marx, Karl 
	The Communist Manifesto
	Expresses Marx's belief in the inevitability of conflict between social classes and calls on the workers of the world to unite and revolt. 


	NF

	O’Brien, Timothy
	If I Die in a Combat Zone
	One man’s account of his tour in Vietnam.  There is a great deal of profanity in this book.
	+

	
	The Things They Carried
	A collection of essays and stories about the Vietnam War.  This book is read in some A.P. classes.  This book contains profanity, violence and unpleasant circumstances.


	NF

	Plato
	The Republic
	Plato creates an ideal society where justice is equated with health and happiness in the state and the individual. 


	NF

	Tocqueville, Alexis de 


	Democracy in America 


	This classic in political literature examines American society from the viewpoint of a leading French magistrate who visited the U.S. in 1831. 


	NF

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Sports

	Bissinger, H.G.
	Friday Night Lights
	High School Football in Odessa, Texas, a town where football is everything.


	NF

	Rogosin, Donn 


	Invisible Men: Life in Baseball's Negro Leagues 


	Negro League players finally gain recognition for their contributions to baseball. 


	NF

	Kahn, Roger
	The Boys of Summer
	Roger Kahn, who covered the Brooklyn Dodgers for the New York Herald 
Tribune, makes understandable humans of his heroes as he chronicles the dreams and exploits of their young lives, beautifully intertwining them with his own, then recounts how so many of those sweet dreams curdled as the body of these once shining stars grew rusty with age and battered by experience.

	NF

	Hillenbrand, Laura
	Seabiscuit
	Gifted sportswriter Hillenbrand unearths the rarefied world of thoroughbred horse racing in this captivating account of one of the sport's legends.

	NF

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Philosophy/Religion

	James, William
	The Variety of Religious Experiences


	The famous psychologist’s take on religion.
	NF

	Freud, Sigmund
	Civilization and Its Discontent


	Freud approaches social anthropology.
	NF

	Kraukauer
	Under the Banner of Heaven
	While telling the stories of horrendous murders committed by Ron and Dan Laffterty, Krakauer provides the reader with a brief insight into Mormon fundamentalism.


	NF

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Culture/Social Science

	Campbell, Joseph
	The Power of Myth
	Explores themes and symbols from world religions and their relevance to humankind's spiritual journey today. 


	NF

	Kotlowitz, Alex
	There are No Children Here: The Story of Two Boys Growing Up in Urban America
	Lafayette and Pharoah Rivers and their family struggle to survive in one of Chicago's worst housing projects. 


	

	Kozol, Jonathan 
	Savage Inequalities: Children in America's Schools 


	Kozol's indictment of the public school system advocates equalizing per pupil public school expenditures. 


	NF

	Pipher, Mary
	Reviving Ophelia
	Argues that teenager girls have been neglected.


	NF

	Postman, Neil
	Amusing Ourselves to Death


	America’s obsession with entertainment.
	NF

	Schlosser, Eric
	Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal


	Details the problems with the fast food industry.
	NF

	Terkel, Studs
	Race: How Blacks and Whites Think and Feel About the American Obsession
Working


	This kaleidoscope covers the full range of America's views on racial issues. 

True accounts by different people, different professions.
	NF

	Wurzel, Elizabeth
	Prozac Nation
	A memoir of being young and depressed in America.  It explains in detail what it is like to be in someone who is mentally unstable.


	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Essay Collections

	Didion, Joan
	The White Album or

Slouching Towards Bethlehem


	Didion looks at society.
	NF

	Maybury-Lewis, David 


	Millenium: Tribal Wisdom and the Modern World 


	Profiles members of several tribal cultures. 


	NF

	Walker, Alice
	In Search of Our Mother’s Garden
	Addresses the issue of learning about ourselves through our relationships with our mothers.

	NF


Nature and Science Related

	Ackerman, Diane
	The Moon by Whale Light
	The author experiences first-hand research into the behavior of such diverse animals as the whale and the crocodile among others.


	NF

	Abbey, Edward
	Desert Solitaire
	Written in 1968, Desert Solitaire offers Abbey’s meditations upon the beautiful yet forbidding wilderness of southeastern Utah and the human impact upon it.  He presents an uncompromising environmentalist philosophy.

‘
	NF

	Attenborough, David
	The Living Planet: A Portrait of the Earth


	Various habitats expand the vision of Planet Earth.
	NF

	Austin, Mary
	Land of Little Rain

	Published in 1903, Land of Little Rain provides a sensitive, detained description of desert life in the West.
	NF

	Bronowski, Jacob
	The Ascent of Man


	A scientist’s history of the human mind and the human condition
	NF

	Carson, Rachel
	Silent Spring
	The works of Carson, a marine biologist, have inspired many subsequent environmental studies.  Silent Spring, written in 1962, contended that the indiscriminate use of weed killers and insecticides constitutes a threat to wildlife and human alike.


	NF

	Dillard, Annie
	Pilgrim at Tinker Creek
	Said to be a book about seeing as well as recording the natural world, Dillard’s book won the Pulitzer Prize in 1974.  She offers keen observations of the habitat of Tinker Creek near Roanoke, Virginia. 


	NF

	Hawking, Stephen
	A Brief History of Time: From the Big Bang to Black Holes


	Cosmology becomes understandable as the author discusses the origin, evolution and fate of our universe.
	NF

	Leopold, Aldo
	A Sand County Almanac
	Now seen as an environmental classic, A Sand County Almanac explores the diversity of the unspoiled Wisconsin landscape at the peak of its beauty and majesty.


	NF

	Thomas, Lewis
	The Lives of a Cell: Notes of a Biology Watcher
	Thomas’ writings on biology are unfailingly accessible and very entertaining.
	NF



+ Read in A.P. Language as required reading.
NF = Non Fiction option for A.P. Language lit circle reading

# If read for the lit circle for A.P. Language, this book should be coupled with another text.
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