Rhetoric Outside Reading Requirement
The purpose of the outside reading requirement for Rhetoric is to provide students with the opportunity to read books that will prepare them for college and to expand their understanding of the world and of language.
1. The books you choose to read for your outside reading requirement must come from the approved reading list you are given for this class.  There are several lists available from a diverse selection of authors.  All the books are intended to prepare you for college-level reading.

2. If you have a book that is not on the list, see the teacher about potential approval.

3. You are to select books from the list that you have not already read for pleasure or for previous classes.

4. You may get your books from any source:  CHS Library, my personal library, Ormsby Library, your home, or a bookstore.

5. Your outside reading will count for 10 percent of your grade.  Five hundred pages are required for Senior Rhetoric students each quarter.  The total number of pages that you read will determine your grade, not the number of books you have read.  If you read more than the required number of pages in any nine-week period, the extra pages will be carried over to the next grading period.

6. The grading scale is quite simple:    (# of pages read) divided by 500 = letter grade.

7. Do not procrastinate with your reading; otherwise, you may not find the time to complete all the reading.

8. A book does not have to be completed for you to receive credit for the pages you have read.  If you have read 25 pages of a book you have decided not to continue reading, you may report on those pages for credit.

9. Your understanding of the book will be evaluated through both in-class written exercises and one-on-one oral discussions with your teacher.

10. While you read, you should take notes to use during the one-on-one discussions.

11. You may keep track of the vocabulary words you have found in your outside reading and present them at the time of your exercise or discussion for additional credit.  Each word is worth three additional pages; you may count any given vocabulary word only once even though the author may have used it many times in the book.

12. Do not use Sparknotes in lieu of actual reading.  The one-on-one sessions will evaluate issues not present in online summaries of the book; furthermore, you deprive yourself the joy of learning when attempting such an endeavor.
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