THE TOPIC SENTENCE

Directions:  Decide if the sentence meets the requirements for a good topic sentence.  If it does not meet the requirements, rewrite the sentence so that it does.


1) Duct tape solves the universal problem in any situation.

2) Preparation is the most important element in a successful job interview.

3) Jeeps off-road better than trucks.

4) Classic rock sounds better than new-school rock.

5) Chocolate cures all problems.

6) Steak is healthy for you.

7) Football can be exciting.

8) Guns don’t kill people; stupid people kill people.

9) The elderly shouldn’t drive at night.

10) Working out gives you more endurance.

11) Horseback riding gives people a great workout.

12) Marijuana is a damaging drug.

13) Insects are pests.

14) Carson High School needs better classes.

15) Matchbox 20 sounds better in concert than any other band.

16) Strawberry Tsunami at Jamba Juice is everyone’s favorite.

17) Hondas are the fastest cars.

18) The San Francisco Giants will probably win the World Series.

19) The Ballpark Franks are the best hotdogs.

20) Lumberjacks can face many dangers in the wilderness.

21) Sunglasses come in many stylish shapes.

22) Guns have potential to kill people.

23) Ralph Lauren went bankrupt a week ago.

24) Obesity is bad for you.

25) Drinking can cause mental damage under certain circumstances.

26) Toyota 4-by-4 trucks do great off-road when they are stock.

27) The CHS bonfire was last night.

28) The homecoming dance is this Saturday at 7:00 pm.

29) Having a kitten leads to better health and moods.

30) Guns are very dangerous.

31) Concerts relieve stress.

32) Sports help kids stay away from getting involved in drugs. 

A good topic sentence contains the following:


A limited subject 


deep fried food instead of food


 An opinion


Good:  All teenagers should stay in school through graduation.


Not so good: School is required of all teens under the age of sixteen.


A precise opinion 


Good:  Athletic participation improves the mental and physical health of teenaged girls.


Not so good: Athletic participation is good.


No linking verbs


Good:  The Senior Project provides students with the opportunity to challenge themselves 


Not so good: The Senior Project is challenging.


Only one independent clause 


Good:  Those eighteen years of age or older should cast an educated vote in the upcoming election. 


Not so good:  Those eighteen years of age or older should vote, and they should become informed before they do so.


Only third person (he/she) instead of first (I/me) or second (you).


Good:  Students should complete their homework before coming to class.


Not so good:  You should complete your homework before coming to class.








